
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

— SOUTHWEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL— 

COYOTE CLASSIFIED 

 JANUARY CALENDAR 

 

1/3    Return from break 

1/5    Report cards  sent  

             home 

1/8    Benchmark testing  

              begins        

1/9    Boys B-Ball 2:30-4:30 

           Girls Problem Solv- 

               ing 2:30-4:30 

1/10    Early Out 1:30 K-4 

           School Supply 50¢  

1/11  Girls B-Ball 2:30-4:30 

          Boys Problem Solv - 

                ing 2:30-4:30 

1/15   No School 

1/16  Boys B-Ball 2:30-4:30 

           Girls Problem Solv- 

               ing 2:30-4:30 

1/17   BOE Meeting  

                6:30 pm @ JB 

1/18  Girls B-Ball 2:30-4:30 

          Boys Problem Solv - 

                ing 2:30-4:30 

          Movie/Survey event  

               4:30-7:00 PM 

1/23  Boys B-Ball 2:30-4:30 

         Girls Problem Solv- 

               ing 2:30-4:30 

1/25  Girls B-Ball 2:30-4:30 

          Boys Problem Solv - 

                ing 2:30-4:30 

1/26  Student Birthday 

                  Celebrations 
       

1/30  PBIS Celebration 

              Minute to Win It 

          Boys B-Ball 2:30-4:30 

          Girls Problem Solv- 

               ing 2:30-4:30 

1/31    K-4 10:50 Dismissal 

            Pre-K NO School 

 

Thank you for your contribution to our education: 
PTA Craft Night     Ridgeview Baptist Church 

Parent volunteers     County Market-Tilton 

Teacher volunteers    College practicum students 

Santa      College student teachers 

Community volunteers    United Church of Tilton 

                                                 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL... 

Welcome Back!  I hope you all had a fun and relaxing winter break.  It is hard to 

believe we are already half way through the school year.  Time sure does fly 

when you’re having fun.  

We are always looking for ways to improve Southwest Elementary School.  

Please consider completing the 5Essentials Survey to ensure your voice is 

heard.  Although we have a special survey event organized, you can complete the 

survey prior to January 18th.  Please visit our school website to find the survey 

link and directions.  After you have completed the survey, screenshot the proof 

of submission page to be added to the January 18th drawings. 

Students are really working hard to be recognized as an AVID Spotlight Stu-

dent.  Please encourage your children to  follow the Southwest AVID expecta-

tions.  

Thank you to all of you that supported our PTA candle fundraiser.  Our stu-

dents sold over 800 candles! The following students were the top three sellers 

for the fundraiser and earned Walmart gift cards: Delilah Whicker, Chance and 

Chase Crawford, and Hadley Borst.  

Here is to a fabulous second semester! 

January 2018 



~~~~~~~~Pre-K~~~~~~~~     
The Preschool program had a very successful holiday concert at the high school!  A big thank 

you goes out to the families for supporting the children and our program.  We had over 800 

people in attendance!!  This month, we said goodbye to the student teachers in many of our 

classrooms.  We have spent December finishing up our previous topics and focusing on the hol-

idays!  All of our classrooms have been paired up with a K-4 buddy classroom and we have en-

joyed participating in activities with each other, such as ginger-

bread hunts, reading books, caroling, and making cookies!  If you 

have a child aged 3-5 who is not yet in Kindergarten and would 

like to get them screened for Pre-K or have concerns about their 

academic development, please call 444-3266 to set up a screen-

ing appointment.  Our next screening in Danville is January 25th.   

KINDERGARTEN 
Happy New Year from kindergarten. Hope you had a great holiday 
break.  This month we will have taught all letters and their sounds.  Students 
should know all of them at this point.  We are still having a contest between the 
three classes to see which class has the most students that have mastered the 
entire alphabet.  Right now it is too close to tell which class is in the lead.  Next, 
our classes will begin our contest on counting to 101.  Be looking for the 
winner of the letter and sound contest in February's newsletter.  
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Pre-K Hiliday Concert, 12.13.17 at DHS 

FIRST GRADE 
Welcome back!  We are very excited for all the new learning the new year brings.   First grade will 

be learning about story elements.  They will compare reading selections with different types of 

characters and settings and how authors create stories.  In math, we will used the strategies we 

used in addition to help us with subtraction. We will also be focusing on how to break apart word 

problems and identifying the operation (+ or -) to solve it.  Last but not least, we have welcomed 

our new round of student teachers from the U of I into our classrooms.  They will be with us until 

May and we could not happier to have such a great group of students for them to learn from.  

Second Grade 
Welcome back!  We hope everyone had a great holiday and New Year.  We will be starting 
Unit 4 in reading.  The focus will be different points of view.  We will be continuing to 
work on money and telling time in math.  Shortly after coming back from break we will be 
reviewing AVID procedures and expectations.  Please take a few minutes to have a con-
versation with your child about AVID. 



Third Grade 
We are so excited to have Miss Greene join the 3rd grade team!  We are very fortunate to be able to 
reduce the student to teacher ratio while still allowing all of our 3rd grade friends to have PE, music 
and lunch together. 

We will begin working with fractions.  We will do fractions of shapes, on a number line, and of sets.  

We will also compare fractions and find equivalents.  In reading our new unit will focus on author’s 

point of view.  Please encourage your child to make a New Year’s Resolution and work hard to meet 

their AR goals for each month. 
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Fourth Grade 

Thanks to all of the parents who came to the Holiday pro-
gram and who ordered candles.  In December Mrs. Cork’s 
class made some handmade gifts to give family members. 
A wonderful New Year’s Resolution, if you haven’t made 
one yet, would be to practice math facts and to read eve-
ry night with your child.  That will help both your Reading 
and Math grades.   

Attendance Counts                                 

 Mrs. Roach’s class earned a cookie decorating party for the most days 

of perfect attendance in the month of December. The class with the most 

perfect attendance days for the month of January will earn a delicious snow-

man snack activity.  Please help us by having your child to school everyday 

and on time.    

Data Driven 
This month I will be sharing another tip for reading at home with your students.  Last month I shared how important it is to 
make reading a part of your family time and different ways to “fit it in,” because we all know how busy life gets and finding a 
few minutes here or there can make all the difference.  I want to push forward now and encourage you to talk about what 
you are reading. 
 

Tip 2: Question the students about the information that they have read or the information you have read to them. Below are 
some questions to get you started. 
                Tell me about the cover of the book. What clues does it give you about the story? 
                How do you think the character is feeling? 
                Can you think of a time you may have felt the same way as the character? 

             What do you think will happen next?                 
 What was your favorite part of what we read? 
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A Note from Ms. Wilt, School Social Worker  

New beginnings, a new year, and new expectations;  We all ring in the new thinking, wishing and hoping that with the turn of a calendar page 
that whatever happened in the previous year will be gone. The excitement of the holiday is over. It’s time to hit the ground running for the 
second half of the school year! There is so much yet to be learned and achieved! January is the month of new beginnings and New Year resolu-
tions. Really, the exciting thing about the New Year is that it gives us the chance to re-evaluate. It’s a chance to set new goals, strategize how 
these goals can be achieved, and implement those plans into reality. The challenge is to stick with them!  

January is also a great time to reflect on the goals accomplished and the progress made during the previous year. It’s a time to evaluate what 
worked and what didn’t work. Hopefully, when you look back, you will be able to see how much you moved, even if you did face challenges!  

Here are some steps for you and your student as you start the New Year: 
 1.) Get back on a school routine, including morning, after school, and evening schedule  
 2.) Ensure that your student is at school every day  
3.) Maintain regular contact with your student’s teacher/school staff  
 4.) Make sure that your student completes his/her homework each night 

 Take a few moments to reflect on the things that you feel that you and your family could improve on and then work together to plan how 

those changes can be made. Make 2018 your best year yet! 

 

AVID 
This past month, Southwest teachers have been working with their students to set personal-
ized academic goals.  This strategy helps students take ownership of their academic achieve-
ments and learn the rewards of becoming self-motivated.  Our data shows that when stu-
dents set individualized academic goals, they far exceed any goal a teacher sets for them. 
Please ask your child what their new reading or math goal is for the new year. As always, 

please encourage your child to be the best AVID student they can be! 

Always prepared, Very respectful, Intentionally safe, Determined and responsible 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AMAZING SW STUDENTS!! 
Congratulation to our December AR Winners! AVID Spotlight Students 

Kindergarten: Mila King 

1st Grade: Elizabeth Jones, Jordan Winchester, Brayden Delong  

                  Kalyssa McCollum, Sophia Wright, Zaria Mitchell 

2nd Grade: Katelynn Ricketts, Emma Cosat, Payton Heroux,  

                    Faith  Perkins, Lennon Cox, Brooklynn Brown 

3rd Grade: Emma Linton, Camdon Trimble, Alexis Pollard,  

                   JeLanna Tall 

4th Grade: Mariya McCullough, Ayden Crider, Jacy Hubbard 

Pre-K:  Elizabeth Ellis, Zayden Webb, Diego Sanchez, Tarohn King,   

             Olivia Bailey, 

Kindergarten:  Brinkley Engel, Braxtyn Delong, Violet Jones 

1st Grade:  Heidy Lopez-Angel, Ryland Moore, Alayna Kelly, 

                   Maisey Martin 

2nd Grade: Allyson Newman, Dustin Swan, Faith Perkins, 

                    Frederick Cowen 

3rd Grade: Destiny Zarn, Kaydance Johnson 

4th Grade: TaeAna Boyd, Adriana Rodgers 


